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St. Paul 's Letter 
A word is not a crystal, transparent and unchanged; it is the skin of a living thought, and may vary 
greatly in color and content according to the circumstances and the time in which it is used.  Oliver 
Wendell Holmes 
 
Dear Colleagues in ministry, 
 

discipleship, stewardship, membership, fellowship, worship  
 
Two Saturdays this summer the congregational council gathered to learn new leader-
ship skills to lead St. Paulõs people into new and deeper ways of discipleship.  We re-
flected on where we have been, where we are, and where we are going.  It was inspir-
ing to hear people talk about how they value St. Paulõs - not only what St. Paulõs does 
as a community but how St. Paulõs has changed the way they understand community.   
 
When the council started to talk about where we saw ourselves going (and growing) 
as a community we ran into a little obstacle, vocabulary.  Specifically words like the 
ones at the top of this page. They are not only ôchurchõ words, but they are definitely 
words to which the church has laid claim.  I personally like the words and think they 
convey a strong meaning.  But I am wrong.  Iõm wrong because if I were to use these 
words without fully explaining how I mean them, people could/would misunder-
stand.  Each one of the above words has multiple and varied meanings, meanings that 
donõt always have much to do with either the dictionary or the biblical definition.   
 
Take the word discipleship. When you hear the word do you think of Peter, An-
drew, and Matthew and maybe Mary, a time long ago and a life that is very distant 
and different from yours? Or do you think of your own life, here and now and how 
the decisions, priorities and purpose of your life reveal Christ? 
 
And donõt get me started on the word membership.  The word membership triggers 
an avalanche of emotional reaction - most of it negative.  Iõve always thought of 
membership as simply a two way street of accountability and responsibility.  My 
membership makes me accountable and responsible to the organization or commu-
nity of which I am a member and the organization or community accountable and 
responsible to me.  But that is not how many (most?) people understand membership 
in a church or congregation in the 21st century.  Iõd like to explain how people do un-
derstand membership, but so far I havenõt received very clear responses to my que-
ries. 
 
The word that got the council into a pretty good conversation was STEWARDSHIPõ.  
It seems the word, with a huge assist from the church institution, has taken on the 
singular and to some, alarming, meaning of money - as in giving it.  And of course 
stewardship is about money.  But it isnõt only about money or even primarily about 
money.  A steward is some one who has been placed in a position of taking care of 
what belongs to someone else.  And the biblical meaning of the word implies that the 
steward is to treat what he/she is in charge of as if it were their own.  The biblical 
meaning of the word steward confers a very high level of authority, responsibility and 
trust.  Similar to the authority, responsibility and trust Joseph had in Pharaohõs court. 
(Great stewardship story: Genesis 39-50) 
       Continued on the next page===> 



 As Christians we believe (an assumption Iõm willing to risk) that all we have, we hold in trust from God.  We are 
stewards of our life.  All of our life: every penny and every minute, every relationship, every possession, including 
our mind and our body are ours to take care of, but all of it will eventually return to the One from whom it came.  
It is why, when people at the end of life in this world are asked what they would do differently if they could live 
their lives over, the most common response doesnõt have anything to do with money.  What people say they would 
do differently is:   
 

I would love more freely, I would be more generous, I would forgive more quickly, I would share more 
and care more and laugh more. 

 
If we are practicing stewardship of all of the above in our life together, money is a resource in the midst of many 
resources God has graced us with. If we arenõt practicing the stewardship of all of the above in our life together, 
money is the least of our problems.  
 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . and the Word 
became flesh and lived among us . . . full of grace and truth.                                 The Gospel According to John 
 
Peace, 
Pr. Sheri 

Sowing Seeds of  Care 
SUNDAY  , SEPTEMBER  28, 2008 1-4 

Hands-on Habitat Restoration with the Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle 
 

Harms Woods Forest Preserve 
Meet at the Forest Preserve parking lot on the west side of Harms Road, just south of Glenview Road. Come dressed for the woods. 

Most of the original landscape of the Chicago region 
was lost before 1900, due to agriculture. 
Then, the vision of farsighted Chicago leaders from 
the early 1900s created a vast system of over 
200,000 protected acres throughout our region. 
Today these precious landscapes are threatened. 
Development sprawl, loss of habitat, and fragmenta-
tion 
of remaining habitat has put many species at 
risk. Much of the scenic beauty and the rich variety 
of ecosystems in our forest preserves has also 
declined significantly with the encroachment of 
invasive plant species, largely due to the suppression 
of natural processes such as fire. 
Ecological restoration is about reversing human-
caused 

degradation. In order to restore ecosystems, 
invasive plants often must be removed and natural 
processes that have been repressed must be reintro-
duced. 
Habitat restoration is FUN! It is an activity appropriate 
for young people (generally ten and older) 
and senior citizens. This habitat restoration afternoon 
will offer three alternative activities: cutting 
down Buckthorn bushes; pulling up Garlic Mustard 
plants; and sowing seeds of native species that 
were collected last fall. 
For more information call Steve Perkins at 
(773)269-4055, or email to: steve@cnt.org. Weõd 
like to know how many people are coming. But, 
most important, just come. Remember, the short 
religious ceremony will start at about 1:15. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Mark this date on your calendar. Tuesday, September 9th at 7:00 pm Kathy Kastilahn is going to be our speaker. 
Her subject will be òThe Ins and Outs of the Lutheranó. Please bring your copy of the September Lutheran maga-
zine with you. Mary Williams will be our hostess (2320 Central Street Evanston. 847-864-1374). Gretchen Leppke 
will have devotions. 
Melissa Gauger will be our speaker on Tuesday October 7th at Joan Brandtõs, more information to follow. 
              Pres. Joan Brandt  

 
 

REGULAR GIVING     BUDGET    DIFFERENCE  LAST YEARõS GIVING  
       July 2008   July 2007   

    $17,016.00 $17,500.00 - $484.00 $19,266.00    
 

YTD BUDGET  YTD GIVING  

$ 124,000.00 $ 125,350.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generous support of our mission and ministry.   

FINANCE  AT A GLANCE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE  ZYGON CENTER  FOR 
RELIGION  AND  SCIENCE  

PRESENTS 
THE  EPIC OF CREATION  

Scientific, Biblical and Theological 
Perspectives on Our Origins 

 
Monday Evenings, 7-10 pm 

September 8 to December 1, 2008 
At 

Lutheran School of theology at Chicago 
Common Room (#350) 

110 East 55th Street 
Chicago, IL 60615 

 
We invite you to a unique lecture series on the  

Epic of Creation that will present the scientific story of the 
emergence and evolution of the universe, life and humans: exe-
geses of the biblical story of creation: and theological reflection 

on the stories. 
 

See the lecture schedule on the Education  
Matters bulletin board in the hall by the library 

One more thank-you to Peter and Martha Han-
son for hosting a memorable choir party in June.  
It doesn't seem that long ago!   
 
It is time to look ahead to another choir season:  
St. Paul's Senior Choir will rehearse on Sunday, 
September 7 @ 9:45 a.m. and sing the service on 
that day.  The first Wednesday rehearsal will be 
on September 10 @ 7:30 p.m. 

CHURCH  WOMAN  UNITED   IN  EVANSTON  
HUMAN RIGHTS CELEBRATION ~ 2008 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2008 
 

 
 

St. Nicholas Catholic Church 
806 Ridge Avenue, Evanston 

1:00 ~ Registration $5.00 
1:30 ~ Program following by refreshments 
Reservations by Friday, September 12, 2008 

Call 847-869-8015 



 

" THE  SOUP KITCHEN AN D FAITH "   
By Marilyn Starenko 

 

A few weeks ago, we received three newsletters in the mail. The first one was from the organization called Bread 
for the World. This is a Christian organization which gives a voice to end hunger both at home and abroad by urg-
ing our nationõs leaders to change decisions and policies that allow hunger to persist both here and abroad.  

The second newsletter came from Americaõs Second Harvest which provides help and support to our nationõs 
food banks.  

Finally, a local newsletter arrived from Interfaith Action of Evanston which states as its purpose "to bring together 
communities of faith and spirit to serve people who are hungry and homeless and to express our shared values 
through action and interfaith dialogue".  

Do you see the connection among all these newsletters? All of these organizations are involved in helping indi-
viduals and families with the growing crises caused by rising food prices, soaring energy costs, slumping housing 

markets, rising health costs, job eliminations, an d disasters which are sending 
millions to food assistance programs for relief all the while donations, espe-
cially government help, has declined. Many times this means giving people 
less or turning people away.  

This is true in Evanston as well the nation as a whole. Sue Murphy, the ad-
ministrative director of Interfaith Action, states that the Soup Kitchens here 
now serve 90-100 guests at each meal...a rise in numbers over previous years.  

Thankfully, there are around 75 teams which provide food for the hungry 
here; including St. Paulõs which hosts one of these meals each Sunday. Please 
help in any way you can at this critical time to volunteer your services or to 
donate a generous gift to do your part to alleviate hunger in our community 
and the world 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT STUDY 
9:15 am Sunday in the Library 
 
The class will conclude their study of Romans with Pr. 
Sheri on September 7th.  Beginning September 14th they 
will begin reading Welcome to the Wisdom of the 
World, by Joan Chittister.  In this inviting, personable 
book Chittister offers her readers penetrating spiritual in-
sights distilled from five major religious traditions. This is 
a self-lead group that enjoys the challenge of reading and 
discussing current theological works.  David Foster (847-
328-5693) or Arlynne Ostlund (847-864-9006) are the 
contacts for the class.  The books have been purchased 
and are available from either Marilyn Starenko or Pr. 
Sheri.   
 
In November, Pr. Sheri will again lead the class, this time 
in a study of the Advent texts for lectionary year B.    The 
Advent texts include some of the most beautiful and 
hopeful scripture from the book of Isaiah.  What does it 
mean for contemporary Christians to ôawait the coming of 
Messiahó and pray òCome Lord Jesus, Comeó?  The texts 
for Advent stir up in us the longing of wholeness in the 
midst of a broken world.    



 
 

SATURDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SATURDAY , SEPTEMBER  27 

 10 AM ð 12 NOON  
 
We gather to begin a year of learning and growing in faith.  This first lesson of the school 
year we will explore the stories of Jesusõ table manners and weõll make bread for the table 
we share on Sunday morning.  Come dressed for fun and bring a friend ð there is always 
room for one more at Jesusõ table. 

Soloist Jennifer Whennen sang for the final time on 
Sunday, August 24.  She will leave for France in early 
September to begin a year working as an au pair in 
Versailles.  We will miss her very much and wish her 
Godspeed on her year abroad.  We have kept a pair of 
her shoes, so that she has to return and sing with us 
once again. 

The McVeyõs wish to 
thank their St. Paul 
family for the many 
prayers, calls, and 
cards expressing sym-
pathy on the death of 
Kendalõs mother.  
They were very grate-
fully received and 
much appreciated.  We never know what we have until 
times like this.  Thank you so much. 
 
Catherine, Kendal, Sean, Sarah, Anna and Michael 

LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CHICAGO  
Ministry in Context Program ð 2008-2009 

For the third year St. Paulõs will be a site for two second year seminary students to learn and explore parish minis-
try as pastoral leaders.  This year our two students are Angela Nelson and Laura Hall-Schordje.   

Angela and Lauraõs first Sunday will be August 31 when you will get the chance to meet them and welcome them 
into our community.  Soon they will be included in our worship leader rotation to provide them with an opportu-
nity to lead worship.   

They will meet with the MIC committee to set their learning goals and will also have weekly supervision sessions 
with Pr. Sheri.  This ministry is one of the most important practical experiences in a seminarianõs formation and 
St. Paulõs is providing an important ministry to the larger church by participating. 

The MIC Committee is chaired by Louis Bell and includes Harvey Wolf, Miltoria Sangobiyi, and Lisa Bedner.    

INTERFAITH ACTION DE LEGATES MEETING  

Spotlight on the Homeless in Evanston 
 

Tuesday, September 22, 2008 
Second Baptist Church  

1717 Benson Ave, Evanston 

6:30 pm Soup Kitchen style dinner 
8:30-8:30 pm Program 

 

Featuring husband and wife team Karen Singer (exec. Dir. YWCA Evanston North Shore)                                           
        Paul Selden (Exec. Dir. Connections for the Homeless) 

Join a lively discussion with experts from the Evanston Community 

Understand deeper issues about homelessness and hunger 

First in a series on poverty and other social issues in Evanston 



 

A woman I know once sat on a mountaintop in Wyo-
ming and contemplated her life.  One moment she was 
peacefully stargazing and in the next moment she de-
cided there was more to life than this.  In that one split 
second the absolute nexus of her world came together.  
She knew she didnõt have to be unhappy anymore and 
she could make choices.  So she went home, packed up 
her kids and her dog, left her hus-
band, went to college and became a 
nurse.  Not to say one couldnõt do 
this married, only to comment that 
she made a choice about her life and 
she followed a road to more of what 
she wanted. 
The same thing happened to me.  
Twice.  A few years ago I was in a 
plane flying over Greenland.  It was 
the end of July and I had just left 
South Africa.  Ahead of me was the 
return to a school and an administra-
tion I disliked so intensely I was 
ready to resign and leave a career I 
loved. 
From the air, Greenland is breathtak-
ing.  There is an astounding white-
ness that becomes an equally aston-
ishing blue.  Only when you examine 
the whiteness do you see that it is 
actually chunks of ice.  Wrong coun-
try I know, but I kept thinking kay-
aks, polar bears and Eskimos. And I 
knew in that one, jet lagged, bleary 
eyed moment, there was more to life than this.  Not the 
ôthisõ of Greenland, or South Africa, which I will never 
forget.  But the ôthisõ that was making me miserable. I 
needed to choose not to be miserable. 
So I kept Greenland in mind, I found a new school and 
lived happily ever after.  Or as happy as I ever allow 
myself to live.  
The second time was fifteen years ago when I decided I 
needed more from my relationship with God. God had 
made some crippling mistakes in my life and it didnõt 
matter one iota that I was responsible for the choices I 
had made; it was easier to blame God for everything.  I 
was supremely sanctimonious in my knowledge of 
Godõs frequent missteps.  Blaming God is quite gratify-

ing; he doesnõt argue back, doesnõt attempt to reason 
or justify his actions, and he doesnõt try to make you 
see his way.  As lovely as it was for me to wallow in 
transference, I knew it wasnõt working. There was cer-
tainly more to life than blaming someone who could-
nõt argue with me. 
There was no lightening, I didnõt get thrown from a 

pew and there was no heavenly 
chorus.  I had read enough about 
Martin Luther to know his 
thoughts about grace and for 
some reason, at that specific mo-
ment, I believed. I believed in 
Godõs grace. I abandoned all my 
unhappiness and distrust. I re-
member the day as clearly as I 
remember that deep blue sky 
over Greenland. 
I still question the gift of grace.  I 
was raised Catholic: nothing, and 
I mean nothing, is free. Whenever 
someone told my father they did-
nõt believe in God, he always said 
that was fine, because God be-
lieved in him.  The idea of grace 
is the same thing. Itõs just a gift 
because God believes in you.  I 
read one of Martin Lutherõs ser-
mons about faith.  He says that 
we are confident in Godõs grace 
and faith is a ôliving, bold trust in 
Godõs grace.õ We are so certain 

of Godõs favor that it gives us confidence. We are 
happy, joyful and daring in our relationship with God 
and all living creatures. 
I like this idea of happy and joyful.  It is better than 
sulking and blaming.  It kind of reinforces two of my 
basic tenets.  God brought me around by doing two 
things in which I firmly believe.  First, you catch more 
flies with honey than you do vinegar.  God just con-
tinued to be pleasant towards me.  And second, this 
whole grace thing was a real ôyou scratch my back Iõll 
scratch yours.õ  Really.  How do you argue with some-
one who hands you a gift, smiles pleasantly and says 
ôHere!  This will make you bold, joyful and daring.ó  
Not me. 

A View from the Pew 
By Catherine McVey 

 
Theological Perspectives from Wyoming, Greenland and Other Trenches 



 
 

Life of Faith Walk 
 
Lately, Iõve been feeling a bit like the epistle writer, Paul, in that Iõve been 
moving regularly from community, to community. Thankfully, Iõve man-
aged to escape the persecution that he endured. But like Paul, each place I 
have been to has affected me profoundly. At my Ministry in Context site 
this past year in Des Plaines, I was amazed at the faith of the older folks, 
especially those who have known such disabling loss. I was lifted up by 
the compassion and hope of the high school students, and I was grateful 
for all the ways in which the community supported and nurtured me. 
 
And now this summer, I have been able to return home, to a place that is 
comfortable and familiar. St. Paulõs is a place where I feel known, loved, 
and challenged. It has been a great joy to be with you again, to see how 
you have grown, and to meet new faces. Your ministry with the soup kitchen has blossomed into far more than I 
imagined possible, and it is such a delight to see the youth growing up and taking on new roles and leadership. The 
nursery ministry and music they have provided has certainly enriched this community. I am certain great things are 
in store for your ongoing ministry. 
 
But summer leaves too quickly. On September 2nd, I will move on to my next adventure as pastoral intern at 
United in Faith, a congregation on the Northwest side of Chicago. There I will be learning what it means to be a 
fulltime pastor, as I preach regularly, visit the sick, teach confirmation and walk with this congregation in their life 
of faith. They are an urban congregation, formed through the merger of eight struggling congregations. In 2000, 
they came together to build an active and thriving ministry in the Portage Park neighborhood. I am sure they will 
have much to teach me about being the church. 
 
As always, I will miss you and hold you in my prayers as I am away this next year. I ask that you pray for both 
Jeanie and me especially this year, as we excitedly await the birth of our first child this January. Thank you for all 
the support and encouragement you have given both of us over these past few years. This community has certainly 
been a blessing to us. 
 
Thank you, 
Julie Boleyn 

So Thatõs How It Started 
 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. -Ephesians 3:20-21 
 
The church, with all its imperfections and strange traditions, stands as 
a visible sigh of Christõs remaining presence on earth. And hereõs the 
thing: The church isnõt the pews or the building or even the pastor. 
The people are the church. Others come to know God in part 
through the church, through people like you. 
 
Hereõs the church, hereõs the steeple. Open the door and see all of 
Godõs people. Is that you near the back? 
 
God, build up your church and bulk us up to be the big body of Christ on earth, 
so everyone can smile to know your love. Amen. 
 

      From òThe Funny Shape of Faithó 


