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St. Paul 's Letter

MAY 2011

From the Pastor’s Deske:

Dear St. Paul’s Brothers and Sisters:

He is Risen, Indeed, Alleluial! It’s the resurrection season. And, boy, can we sure use
some good news of new life. So much bad news swirls around: gangs in schools or gas
prices/oil company profits or grocery store bills or grave weather or grief or

(fill in the blank with what is troubling you). In the midst of these
seemingly en-tombing, even numbing, difficulties, we Christians have boldly entered
into the Great 50 Days of Easter. Hearing and speaking over and over again about our
Triune God’s triumph over sin, death/the grave, evil, the devil and all the “powers of
this world that rebel against God.” We don’t fully understand it, but we boldly proclaim
it: Christ is Risen, Indeed! And we sing (not just in Easter Season) that “heaven and
earth are full of Your glory.”

Heaven and earth - all of creation, even if it is groaning in labor pains, is given new life
in Christ. This is both exhilarating and mysterious!

The Easter proclamation is that God loves God's creation, and especially the firstborn
of God’s new creation (Col. 1:18; Rev.1:5), enongh to  redeem it, all of it, rather
than lifting bis Son out of it and setting him above it. Jesu Christ, in bis resurrection
brings all of creation along with him into the resurrection, for what he has assumed, he
has redeemed.  Jesus Christ assumed human flesh. As we now know, human flesh is
composed of many different elements. Al elements heavier than oxygen (like heavy
metals) can only be formed in supernovae. Elements lighter than oxygen are found in
stars like onr sun, which means we are composed of elements found in local stars, but
the heavier elements could only have come from stellar explosions. No wonder all of
creation sings “Holy, holy, holy” at the eucharist. In Jesus Christ, not only humanity,
but all of creation, is redeemed and canght up into divinity (Rom. 8:23). ...
Resurrection is therefore not simply a spiritual reality. .. Resurrection means the
raising of the dead. God did not simply take on the semblance of human form at the
incarnation. Through Christ’s death and resurrection, God overcame and transcended
death in the body and extends the promise of participation in that resurrection to all
those who call on God's name. Sundays & Seasons p.167-68

In this resurrection season, we will offer many reminders of God’s ever-present hope
and gift of new life: supporting our seminarian Jeanine as she goes forward toward
ordination to chaplaincy ministry; partying together at the Cabaret; joining together to
provide a delicious meal to our Sunday afternoon guests; celebrating with Julie as we
prepare for her long-awaited ordination; welcoming New Members; deciding whether
we can stretch out in faith to physically welcome all persons into worship; recognizing
our youth in their final and intermediate faith stepping stones; and, gloriously, hearing
the hope proclaimed in the beautiful Fauré Reguiens - connecting us, through music, to
all of creation’s celebration!

In the mystery and the music of new life in Christ that connects us,

+ Pastor Eettg

Come Grow Serve




Nollce of Congregeaiional Meeing

On Sunday, May 15th, immediately following worship, all members are encouraged to stay
for an important, special Congregational Meeting.

The limited purposes of the meeting:
To inform the Congregation of an Accessibility Grant Submission
- and -
To receive Congregational Approval for a Matching Gift Campaign required
for the Grant Submittal

No other business will be transacted.

If you have questions prior to the meeting, please contact Peter Hanson, Council President.

2011 Easter Message from ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson

So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
-- Matthew 28:8 .
Mary Magdalene and Mary walked to Jesus' grave, expecting to find death. It's understandable. &
Images of violence filled their minds. Thoughts of their vulnerability and mortality deadened
their spirits. Death had become the defining story of their lives.

Instead of death, the women met a resurrection messenger who said, "He is not here: for he
has been raised, as he said." As they hurried to tell others, the risen Jesus met them. They were
changed. Now resurrection, not death, would define their lives. | %

Jesus lives! Now resurrection, not death, defines our lives. Jesus continues to meet you in resurrection
messengers, just as Jesus met me in Pastor Josephus Livenson Lauvanus, president of the Lutheran Church of
Haiti. As we walked through the ruins and rubble that lie in the aftermath of Haiti's earthquake, Pastor
Lauvanus proclaimed, "We will not be defined by rubble, but by restoration, for we are a people of the
resurrection.”

Baptized into Jesus' death and raised to newness of life we, too, are people of the resurrection. We, too, are
resurrection messengers. We, too, are about God's work of restoration.

The wortld aches to hear the message we have to tell. Sing with joy! Jesus lives! We are a people of the
resurrection.
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FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S DESK:

As we complete the reflective season of Lent and embody the energy of the Easter Season proclaiming
“Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia”, we’ve come into a season of physical growth. We witness it
in the growth of vegetation and in the growth of members of our congregation: one recently baptized,
some preparing for confirmation and some preparing for high school graduation. As a community, we
are blessed to have such events and it feels good to share in the celebration of our younger members’
milestones by congratulating them and encouraging them to boldly continue their journey.

As a congregation, we are on a journey and continue our growth together. In last month’s newsletter, the
Council listed some of the important goals they intended to prioritize with your assistance. The process is
nearly complete and we look forward to sharing it with you soon.

What I can tell you now is that we are excited about the plantings, welcoming new members, the new
member breakfast, the Cabaret, the Synod Assembly, the Fauré Requiem, the Retirement Research
Foundation grant submission, the Church website redesign, the baptism, the affirmations/confirmations,
and a wedding planned for later this year. All signs of growth.

We are looking at ways to continue to offer our home as a place for groups to come together in ways we
feel are important. The accessibility issue continues to be a focus and the Retirement Research
Foundation grant possibility allows us to begin moving forward to discussing steps needed to make this
physical structure inviting. Specifically, the Church is submitting ideas to make St. Paul’s more accessible.
Should we be fortunate enough to win an award, the Foundation will match us dollar for dollar up to
$30,000 in our various projects. In fact, the competition requires that we have a plan to come up with the
funds in 18 months of being awarded funds from the Foundation. This match allows our Church to
“have one dollar be two dollars” — sounds a bit like the fishes and loaves story. We plan to hold a
congregational meeting after Sunday worship on May 15th to discuss the details and answer all questions.
This, too, is a sign of growth.

That’s a growth story. Let us thank the Lord and pray that we continue to explore ways to grow with
Christ together.

Blessings,
Peter

p.s. we unanimously welcomed Barbara Gazzolo to the church council in April — she agreed to take
Chuck Hewitt’s place as he resigned effective our April meeting. We give thanks to Chuck for his years of
service on Council and the unique perspective he continues to bring forward as he serves St. Paul’s
mission/ministries in new ways.




Wild about Mercy

By Emily Hansen

The Lutheran April E-newsletter

"But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ Jesus— by grace you
have been saved — and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:4-7).

It was that time of year: the beginning of Epiphany and the end of Christmas lights and trees,
a time when the home must be begrudgingly de-decorated. Fortunately, we had a live sound
track for our duties: our singing daughter, Evelyn.

As we wrapped ornaments and returned them to their tins, Evelyn skipped around the house
singing holiday songs, 3-year-old style. At one point, she burst into the refrain of her favorite
carol, "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!" With complete confidence, she sang: "Peace on earth
and mercy wild, God and sinners reconciled.”

Now, to be honest, my gut reaction was to cotrect her: "Mercy mild, Evie." But I resisted. In
fact, I decided I liked the idea of wild mercy and that Evelyn's version is really the right one.

God is rich in mercy, and that mercy is wildly wonderful. Mercy isn't tame or calm. It doesn't
follow our rules. Mercy works in unexpected ways, and it's not always comfortable. Mercy
takes us sinners, young and old, and says, "You are forgiven! You are loved, and grace is all
around you!" Wild.

Now it's early spring and the time is coming when my husband and I will fill baskets with
colored eggs and our children will learn Easter songs of faith. But we also might want to bring
back Evelyn's Christmas refrain, for Easter is not about a mild occurrence. Easter is about the
uncontainable mercy of God, who raises Jesus from the dead!

How wild is that?




\WomérELCA =2=

On Tuesday, May 10 at 1pm, the Women of ELCA will gather at home of Valerie Wolff,
3817 North Oketo, Chicago (Harlem & Irving Park). Gretchen Leppke will lead devotions.

Continuing the Mother’s Day remembrance we will talk about special mothers, not just our own.

Please join us.

Joan Brandt, President

ALTAR GUILD
Many thanks to all the people who donated flowers to beautify the Sanctuary for Easter.

A lot of hard work was done by Olga, David, Kristal and Dale, Martha and Peter, Mary and Merritt, Diane,

Mary and Monty, and Chuck. ( Hope I didn’t miss anyone.)

There are open dates for altar flowers in May, June and July.

The flower list is on the board next to Pastor’s office.
We are pleased to have Chuck Hewitt serving with Altar Guild. Please speak to Mary Williamson or me to
make this a part of your ministry.
Joan Brandt, President

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

On May 1st, we welcome the following new members (and we thank their shepherds):
Dorothy Anderson
June Foster
Nancy Franzon

Grace Garcia
On May 15th at 9:15am, we host a Newcomer’s Breakfast at St. Paul’s to recognize all who have joined in
the past year: those listed above as well as: Heather Battle & Brian Jones, Liane Hancock, Jesse Waterkotte,
Michaela Hancock and Carter Waterkotte. ALL are invited to come and share in this celebration!

Sheri Delvin

Kristal Paulson
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS Mamie Rickets For privacy
Aidan Hansen Purposes, we no
Erhard Totzke longer list the
Audrey Williamson  @c/ual birth days in
Barb Hotlacher our Newsletters.
Andrew Bates Please

. contact the church
Leslie Bates

. . th
Christine Rhode L Wi yonr
Ioh Starenko questions or
Ra p are concerns
Theresa Nollette
Susan Fischer

Dora Totzke




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

: Adult Sunday School - every Sunday at 9:15 am - All Welcome! Starting Chapter 3 of The
First Pan/ by Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan

Kids’ Sunday School - every Sunday @ 9:30 am - All Welcome!

:  Confirmation Class - May 11th @ 5:30pm at Trinity; May 12th @ 6:30pm at St. Paul
: Men’s Monday Breakfast-May 9th (@ 7:30 am - continue watching/discussing the movie:
Bonhoeffer - Agent of Grace

Wednesday Morning Bible Study - May 11th and 25th @ 10:00 am

Our final meeting to discuss the book: The Great Emergence: How Christianity
is Changing and Why will be held on Saturday, May 7th from 11:00a.m. to
1:00p.m. at 500 Davis Street, 10th floor (Brigitte Bell Law Offices).
Particularly, what next steps does this book cause us to consider?

Because there are a few conflicts with other Lutheran activities, please
contact Pastor Betty or Brigitte or Louis Bell to confirm this day/time.

MAY MISSION FOCI

e Seminarian Support: We collect donations to support Jeanine Reardon as she continues classes at LSTC
and in an intensive chaplaincy program
e Soup Kitchen: Weekly we host the Interfaith Action of Evanston Soup Kitchen and on May 8th, June 5th,
July 3trd, and August 7th, we are scheduled to provide the meals. Each meal costs approximately $500 dol-
lars.
Your donations (clearly marked on your check or in a special envelope) help us meet our promises - to
LSTC, Jeanine, Interfaith Action, and our Sunday afternoon guests. Thank you!

Hospitality Reminders:

e Please remember to turn off ALL lights when you leave the facility - especially the
hallways, bathrooms, and kitchenette;

e DPlease remember to leave the Office in the condition you find it and remove ALL
food/food containers/wrappets, etc.;

e Please do not leave alcohol in the kitchenette fridge. As a host for AA/Al Anon/Soup
Kitchen, we need to be especially mindful;

e DPlease cither do not leave (or mark clearly) any food that you leave in the kitchenette
refrigerator . . . It is often getting left and spoiled.
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LOOKING AHEAD!

ATTEND SPRING STEWARDSHIP
CONFERENCE

The Metropolitan Chicago Synod's annual spring
stewardship conference will be held on Saturday,
April 30, 2011, at the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago, 1100 E. 55th Street, Chicago, 1L 60615,
from 8:45 a.m. — 3:15 p.m. This year’s conference,
Stewarding Y our Financial Future: Insights for Congregations
and Individuals, is designed to help individuals and
congregations gain insights and explore tools and
strategies for becoming financially well and for
understanding planned giving as a part of their
stewardship ministry. The cost is $30. Lunch will be
provided. All are invited to take part in this event.

ST. PAUL’S PICNIC — WHO’S INTERESTED??

e We'd like to create a church picnic and/or block party team! Anyone interested in helping, please contact

Peter Hanson soon so plans can get under way.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - WHO’S INTERESTED??

e If anyone is interested in helping to collaborate on a community Vacation Bible School for late summer,

please see Pastor Betty SOON




PRESENTATION OF GABRIEL FAURE’S REQUIEM
JUNE 5TH IN WORSHIP

St. Paul’s choir has not presented a work of length since Palm Sunday of 2009, when we
presented J. S. Bach’s five-voice motet, Jesu, Meine Freude. 1t is time for us to celebrate. The choir
is presenting Gabriel Fauré’s unique and beautiful setting of portions of the Reguierz mass text
tor choir, soloists and string orchestra, which we presented previously in 2003. We will lead
worship with this glorious work of art on the last Sunday of the Easter season, June 5th.
Congregation members who would like to join the choir for this are welcome to see me to
discuss and get copies of the choral parts.

The cost of this presentation will be approximately $1300, most of this going to compensation
for instrumentalists. 2003’ presentation was funded by the Robert Brandt memorial fund. If
there are any congregation members who would like to help fund this year’s performance in

memory of loved ones, please see me or get in touch with me by email (kwesterb(@depaul.edu)

or phone (847-593-1014). We hope this will be a meaningful gift of beauty for the entire church.

Thanks,

Kurt Westerberg

PLANT SALE

Use this terrific opportunity to get a plant or few from Anton’s of Evanston and
support The Youth Mission Trip to Minnesota in July, 2011. All the proceeds from the
plant sale will benefit this trip. See and fill out the form on pg. 12, and make sure you
submit it and your check/money by May 8th. Thanks!
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St Paul®s Lutheran Church of
Fvanston Proudly Presents

“Let Me Sing Then I°m Happy *

An Annual Musical Fundraiser
supportine Area Lutheran
Youth Mission Trip

*Surprise Musical Guests**
music from Broadway to Classical
Friday May 6™ @ 7:30 p.m.

Eeveracges of all types and hors d*houvres ...
St. Daul®s Fellowship Hall
Corner of Creenwood and Maple,
Evanston. lIlincis

j DSVD S47-475-3403
'FTH Suggested Offering $10
ol
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Plant Sale Order Form

All plants from Anton’s of Evanston.
Fill in the number of plants next to the selection that you are ordering,.
Return this form and payment by May 8 to the basket in the narthex or mail to the church office:
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1004 Greenwood Street, Evanston, 60201.
Questions? Call Nancy Hoffman: 847.323-8497
Pick up plants on Sunday, May 22 between 9:30 AM and 12:15 PM

Name Phone

4.5 inch Potted Plants, $4.00 each

_ Geranium, red (sun) __ Geranium, salmon (sun)

__ Geranium, white (sun) _ Geranium, pink (sun)

____Vinca Vine (shade, sun) __ Spikes (shade, sun)

_ Ivy (shade, sun) __ Licorice Plant (part sun)

__ New Guinea Impatiens, white (shade) __ New Guinea Impatiens, pink (shade)
__ New Guinea Impatiens, purple (shade) __ New Guinea Impatiens, red (shade)
_ Sweet Potato Vine, lime green (sun) __ Sweet Potato Vine, Blackie (sun)
__ Coleus, green (sun/shade) __ Coleus, burgundy (sun/shade)

__ Nicotiana, white (sun) __ Purple fountain grass (sun)

3.5 inch Potted Plants, HERBS, $3.00 each

__ Basil, green (sun) __ Cilantro (sun)

__ Oregano (sun) __ Parsley, flat leaf (sun)

__ Rosemary (sun) __ Thyme (sun)

3 inch Potted Plants, $2.00 each

__ Tomato, Early Girl (sun) __ Tomato, Cherry (sun)

__ Tomato, Big Boy (sun) __ Green Bell Peppers (sun)

__ Yellow Bell Peppers (sun) __ Jalapeno Peppers (sun)

Flat — 48 each, $18.00 each

__ Impatiens, red (shade) __ Impatiens, white (shade)

__ Impatiens, mixed (shade) __ Impatiens, pink (shade)

__ Impatiens, purple (shade) __Marigolds, dwarf, yellow (sun)
__ Ultra Petunias, Rose (sun) __Marigolds, dwarf, orange (sun)

Hanging Baskets $20.00 each

_ Fuchsia, pink & white (part shade) __ Fuchsia, red & purple (part shade)
__ Impatiens, red (shade) __ Impatiens, white (shade)

__ Impatiens, pink (shade) __ Impatiens, purple (shade)

__ Ivy Geranium, red (sun) _ Ivy Geranium, white (sun)

Ivy Geranium, pink (sun)

“ANTON BUCKS” Can’t decide? Anton Bucks are available in $20 sets. Buy a couple and shop at
Anton’s, 1126 Pitner, Evanston. Please know that Anton’s will not give change for $1 or more left in your set.

TOTAL AMOUNT PAID § . Please include payment with order and make checks payable
to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, with Plant Sale in the memo line. Thank you, the Senior High Youth

Thanks, but although I’'m not interested in flowers, here is a donation:

Check no. Cash Received

All Proceeds Benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Minnesota in July 2011
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