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Journeying with Jesus:  I Love to Tell the Story! 
 

Dear St. Paulõs Brothers and Sisters: 
 

First, let me apologize.  I am the reason you have been seeing òSt. Pauló instead of 
St. Paulõs recently.  As I came here, I was quite astonished to see a congregation 
name with the possessive ð as if we belong to St. Paul!!  So, I slowly began to use 
the non-possessive name.  Never dreaming it would be so widely used, we have 
now gone too far from our ògivenó name:  St. Paulõs Lutheran Church of Evanston.  
If any of you know the reason behind such an unique name, please enlighten me ð 
maybe it is because it is so unique in a denomination with many, many St. Paul Lu-
theran churches!  So, unless we change our legal name (a very difficult/complex, yet 
possible action), I have returned to using it.  In the meantime, please know that we 
are (and only are) Christ Jesusõ ð given new & eternal life together through the 
power of the cross and through the waters of baptism.  While the apostle Paulõs 
faith journey, writings, and theology is important to our understanding of Christian 
discipleship and Godõs Living Word breaking into our lives, the churchõs one foun-
dation is Jesus the Christ! 
 

Recently, I attended an excellent seminar taught by Rev. Dr. David Lose (Luther 
Seminary) and sponsored by our Metro Chicago Synod.  He helped highlight what 
we are talking about in our collaborative book group:  there is an ever-diminishing, 
òskinnyó bridge between what happens in church and the world.  We no longer live 
in a world where most people make sense of their daily lives via the Judeo/Christian 
story.  However, as humans, we still make sense of our lives via the stories we be-
lieve.  Our overwhelming consumer-based society proves it over and over again.  
Lose told a compelling story of two dining rooms with one chef and exactly the 
same food.  However, one room was told their wine was from Northern California; 
the other room was told their wine was from North Dakota.  Even though the food 
was exactly the same and cooked by the same person, there was a huge difference in 
the rating of the chef between the two rooms!  I wonõt say which received the 
higher rating:  you guess!! 
 

As Christians, our Book of Faith (the library we call the Bible) is the Living Address 
of a Loving, Grace-giving God.  Filled with stories, it is The Story of our Saving 
Triune God. We are called to ingest these stories so that they òfurnish our imagina-
tionsó, shape our lives, deepen our faith, and help us (and those we encounter) cope 
with daily living.  As Lose explained, òwe need to KNOW The Story so that we 
SEE The Story unfolding and we SHARE The Story in our daily lives.ó   So, please 
come Journey with Jesus this Lenten season ð on Sundays and Wednesdays, yes, but 
also EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK. 
 

I love to tell the story; how pleasant to repeat what seems, 
each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet! 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard the message of salvation 
from Godõs own holy Word.    ELW 661 

+  Pastor Betty  
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PRESIDENTõS LETTER  
 
The Annual Congregational meeting has past, the days are getting ever so slightly longer and the bite of winter 
feels a bit more manageable. So goes the familiar cycle. 
 
A bit of a change for me in the familiar cycle was being was elected Congregational Council President.  For me, 
this is a very humbling responsibility.  The members and friends of St. Paulõs, whom I love and that helped in 
some measure Martha and me raise our two daughters over the last 14 years, have asked me to guide this vessel in 
todayõs turbulent waters.  Although Iõve taken on other tasks in the past at St. Paulõs, this is a bit different.  One 
thing for sure, I am blessed to have a crew of committed oarsmen (to continue the metaphor) working alongside 
me.  Your collective wisdom, sensitivity, insight and experiences will be solicited on our journey. 
 
We are blessed to have been together ð for some, a long, long time.  For others, a shorter time, but time that has 
allowed us an opportunity to begin to get to know one another and time for us to express what St. Paulõs means to 
us.  As we are mission focused, having that òkindred spiritó is important.  We have several missions we have  
decided as a group to focus on. 
 
Our mission of community outreach through our involvement in Sunday Soup Kitchen, Warming Center and 
Emergency Shelter is incredibly powerful.  A recent Vision Keepersõ dinner punctuated that.  And did you realize, 
St. Paulõs is the ONLY formalized facility and organization in all of Evanston that now takes in those who have no 
place to go when the temperature drops to zero degrees?  Thanks to the efforts of Interfaith Action and Connec-
tions for the Homeless, St. Paulõs was home to an average of 21 guests on four separate nights in February.  The 
lifeboat located at Greenwood and Maple was a Godsend to those guests on those nights. 
 
Our mission of music is experienced in our hearts, in our ears and in our voices every Sunday and on other  
occasions that we get together.  If youõve been to services at other houses of worship, youõll likely agree that itõs 
not always a given that you will participate with enlivened music worship. That should be reason enough to get out 
of a warm bed to come to your church every Sunday.  Singing is good for the soul and itõs good for the body  
(it releases endorphins, which the medical wags tells us, makes us feel good ð something we all need). 
 
Our mission of Christian education is experienced every Sunday in the sanctuary both with the sermon and the 
childrenõs talk. That spirited discussion has a lot of variation to its theme ð the kids keep us all young.  Thereõs the 
Kidsõ weekly Sunday School, Adult Studies, the Evanston/Wilmette ELCA Book Group, and the five ELCA   
congregations involved in joint confirmation study. 
 
Our mission of fellowship is something that affects us and those around us.  Every Sunday after our service, we 
gather to enjoy the company of each other and some continue on as the Sunday Brunch Bunch periodically meets.  
Shawls and blankets from the Knitting Ministry warm their recipients in a physical, emotional and spiritual sense.  
Special events like Epiphany Service, Ash Wednesday Service, Mardi Gras Dinner, picnics, Cabaret and  
Progressive Dinner bring not only our congregation together, but also those outside our immediate group. We are 
all made a bit richer for it. 
 
Our missions are what we do.  The church facility is often where we do it.  The roof, the furnace and whatever is 
next may try to bring our spirits down, but the missions we and others conduct at this place give us strength and 
comfort.  We are further fed when we join together in service graced with the details of the Worship and Arts 
Committee. 
 
Itõs not just our church, we are the church.  Events pass, but we, the collective embodiment and strength of  
St. Paulõs continue forward.  It is in this rich history I am excited about our days yet to come. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Peter 
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MARCH I S NATIONAL  WOMEN 'S H ISTORY MONTH  

BY GRETCHEN LEPPKE 

 

Why, you might ask, should we observe women's history month here when we have a woman pastor, women on 

the church council, and without the women in the congregation St. Paul's would be  bereft of much of its        

leadership?  Women are an integral part of our life together here and in our community and in the United States 

but NOT so readily accepted in every church and community.  
 

In Luke 4, Jesus says that  he  "came to release the prisoners, free the oppressed, give sight to the blind".  I finally 

figured out that giving sight to the blind was not just eye glasses and large print, but opening eyes and then hearts 

and minds to the injustices that are happening to women all over the world.  Then, doing something about 

it.  Christ Jesus gives sight to the blind because, as we live in an hierarchical patriarchal system of social and       

religious arrangements, women have been relegated too often to second class citizenship. Which too often 

means :  it's a man's world!  For those of us who lived and worked during the 60s 70s and 80s, now the US is a 

different place.  Now, it is much more welcoming and open  to women and a diversity of peoples.   Women are 

ordained, breaking glass ceilings, alderpersons, managing companies, iand in high government offices. But still 

when you take a closer look in the world:   2/3 of the 1 billion illiterate people in the world are women;  in the US, 

every 9 seconds a woman is battered; between 75-80 per cent of refugees in the world are women and children; 

one in five women worldwide are victims of rape; and, of an estimated 1.3 billion people worldwide who live in 

absolute poverty (on less than $1 a day,), 70 percent of them are women.  Much  of the world  is not a safe place 

for women.   
 

IF we are follower of Jesus. we have work to do.  However, all of women's stories are not about bad things or sad 

events.  Many are inspiring.  We will sing hymns by women, have our coffee on beautiful cloths made by  

women,  share litanies, prayers, and liturgical poems by/about women. --women helping women and the blind to 

see...    From biblical times to the Dark Ages and through today - there have been women of courage and vision, 

women who speak the truth , women who have faith, as Jesus says in Matthew 15:  "woman,  great is thy faith" - 

women who have been leaders in the church and in the community. 
 

Here are the names of some women who have impressive, inspiring  stories to tell:   - Sarah, Hagar, Mary   Magda-

len, Prisca, Chloe, Hildegard of Bingen, Theresa of Avila , Katharina Von Bora, Abigail Adams, Sojourner Truth, 

The Suffragettes, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Betty Friedan, Rosemary Radford Ruether. How many of them do you 

know?   Answers will be available at the end of the month. 
 

 I suggest the book, Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl DuWunn.  They believe that the paramount 

moral challenge of this century will be the struggle for gender equality around the world.  They traveled the world 

listening to women's stories and  meeting women who turned oppression into opportunity for women world-

wide.   Oppressed women are in the United states too.  .   . Remember Dallas and the Superbowl:  NEWSWEEK 

wrote that the Dallas police geared up for an influx of sex trafficking - selling women and girls bodies for men's 

pleasure - during  the Superbowl.   After the last Superbowl  the police arrested 24 people for trafficking. They 

expected more this year because they are prepared.   I could be wrong, but I donõt think there is that problem 

when the WNBA championships are in town!!  
 

There is much to learn and know about women's lives in the world and in the Bible.  There are stories of women 

in the Bible that we probably have never heard -  women of courage and vision.  If you want more information, 

ask Pastor Betty or Gretchen Leppke for books and resources and check our church library.   And, please come to 

the Celebrating Women Liturgy on Friday, March 25th at 7:00pm - we ALL have much to celebrate          

together!!! 
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ST. PAULõS PICNIC  ð WHOõS INTERESTED ?? 

 

We need opinions from you on when and where, or even if, you like having a church picnic.  Is it St. Paulõs  
congregation only, or is it with a larger community?  Get the word to Peter Hanson soon so plans can get under 

way.  Maybe you have an interest to assist in the planning?  Good.  
 

SYNOD  ASSEMBLY 
Synod Assembly is June 3 & 4.  St. Paulõs needs two members to attend and represent us there.  Itõs a great  

opportunity to learn a bit more about the Chicago Metropolitan area ELCA Synod and what they do for us and 
on behalf of us.  See Any Council Member if you are interested. 

LOOKING AHEAD!  

JOINT SERVICES w/ St. Timothy Lutheran 
 

We join together with our sisters and brothers at St. Timothyõs Lu-
theran Church in Skokie.  They will be hosting a Noon simple service 
(Imposition of  Ashes only).  We will host a full service (Imposition of  
Ashes & Holy Communion) with a  combined choir leading worship at 
7:30pm.   Pastor Betty will preach and Pastor Erik will preside.   
Did you know that 60 years ago, St. Timothy was a òdaughteró congregation of St. Paulõs??? 

Lenten Wednesdays 
Come hear the stories of  Women of  Faith during Lent - beginning 
Wednesday, March 16th, at 7:00pm.  Woven into the beautiful   
Holden Evening Prayer service, the stories will encourage both 
men & women of  faith today.  On two Wednesdays (March 23rd 
and April 6th), we will host a Light Lenten supper.  Please sign-up 
if  you are willing to provide soup, chili, or bread. 

Sunday Brunch Bunch 
 
We continue our brunch outings on Sunday, March 13th with a 
gathering at BAT 17 (1709 Benson between LePeep & Second 
Baptist) after Coffee Hour.  Everyone welcome! 
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Adult Sunday School - every Sunday at 9:15 am - All Welcome! 

 
Kidsõ Sunday School - every Sunday @ 9:30 am - All Welcome! 

 
Confirmation Class - March 2nd @ 5:30 pm -Trinity 

Service Project:   Night Ministry - date/time TBA 

 
Morning Bible Study - Wednesdays March 2nd and 16th @ 10:00 am 

 
Menõs Monday Breakfast-TBA 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

ELCA Book Group Meeting: 
 
On Saturday, March 5th, a group of interested folks will get together at 500 Davis Street,         
Conference Rooms 1006, at 11:00am to discuss Part II (up through page 77) of the book The Great     
Emergence:  How Christianity is Changing and Why  by Phyllis Tickle.  See Pastor Betty if you want 
more information.   

Hopefully, our meeting of the the Women of the ELCA on Tuesday March 1st, will be held at 
1pm at the home of Gretchen Leppke, 21 Calvin Circle, Evanston (847-492-7778). 
During our program we will talk about a good cook we knew and a special meal or treat she 
made. If you have the recipe and can make that special treat, bring it along. 
Gretchen will also give a brief book review on Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof & Sheryl 
WuDunn. Itõs about women who made difference by helping stop violent practices against 
women in various parts of the world.  òThe best way to fight poverty and extremism is to educate 
and empower women and girls.ó   
Please join us, 

Joan Brandt, President 

Congregational Life - Coffee Hour Treats 
In the Annual Report and at the Annual Meeting, the committee announced that all   
persons are invited to bring Coffee Hour òtreatsó each Sunday.  Beginning January 30th,  
a sign-up sheet will be used for everyone to help with this much-appreciated ministry.  If 
no one signs up, there will be no òtreatsó, but fair-trade coffee (the ò3rd sacramentó for 
Lutherans) and youth drinks will be provided by the committee.  Thank you! 

WARMING  CENTER  
 

Warming Center at St. Paul, every Monday at 1pm, will carry on through the end of  
March 2011. If  you are available to volunteer your time and help please see Ralph 
Starenko or Martha Hanson. Any goodies, such as snacks, juices, crackers, cookies, are 
more than welcome. Thank you! 
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A sincere thanks to the people of St. Paulõs for your support of my òother worldó ð the music that was 
heard at last Fridayõs New Music DePaul concert.  I feel very fortunate to have had that concert occur 
and to be have been able to share the experience with people from all parts of my life.  I am humbled 
that so many of you attended the concert, listened to the music, and then stayed to let me know your 
responses to the sounds you heard.  The opportunity of working at St. Paulõs during the past decade has 
reinvigorated me,  making me a better, more confident musician and helping me achieve more in other 

parts of my life.    Thank you.              Dr. Kurt Westerburg 
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Natalie Fishburn 
Walter Geldzahler 
Clara Williamson 

Gordon Ziniel 
Christoph Bruns 
Heather Battle 

Mary Beth Ovington 
Larry Gartman 

BIRTHDAY   CELEBRATIONS  

For privacy  
Purposes, we no 
longer list the   

actual birth days in 
our Newsletters. 

 Please  
contact the church 
office with your 
questions or  

concerns 

A WONDERFUL EVENING  
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ST. PAULõS KNITTING  GROUP WORD SEARCH  
 

Find these words!  BLANKET, KNITTING, NEEDLES, SHAWL, YARN  
(Stumped?!  Solution will come in April Newsletter!) 

 
 

V S H E H M M H B B K X K W K  

U P C X R B O E F Q J F U B N  

Z C H K P M T N J C B H A I I  

S E L D E E N F S I A N Q E T  

W L F F T N B H H B J N F N T  

N X W X Y L S E D V W N V S I  

S X C A A V Q F C H W V K B N  

W P L N H L U T E W T I I V G  

P T K O B S M O W Z M R N J M  

M E Z K G Q F V Z U D J T P M  

T L P E S D M P I N U V N U Y  

Q P I H A N I K F W D N R N L  

T O F R P R V C A U Q Y A N O  

Z T A J Z A U C W N E E D P S  

M S M J O Y K U G V G T J R I  

 
Rejoice with someone who has been blessed 

Comfort someone who mourns 
Connect with a high school graduate 

 
You can do all this by supporting St. Paulõs knitting group.  Throughout the year come knit with us or request a 

knitted gift for someone.  For the month of March consider donating yarn or a financial contribution through this 
monthõs offering so that we can warm people in a tangible way. 

 

St. Paul's knitting group will be meeting from 10am-12 pm, March 12th in our  
library.  We're knitting squares for two members who will be graduating high school this 

year.  Hope you can join us!   
 

MARCH MISSION FOCUS - Knit Together by Godõs Love 
 

In March, we will focus upon our Knitting Ministry and collect donations 
for their wonderful gifts of  time, talent, prayers, and tangible love.  Please 
use the òMonthly Missionó envelope or mark your check/cash donation 
with òKnitting Ministryó.  Thank you for your support 
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Call 1-847-332-2448, or email 
chris.granner@thrivent.com 
This workshop will be presented by Bronwyn Mirretti, 
CFP, FIC, Financial Associate, Evanston North Shore 
Group of Thrivent Financial. 
Light appetizers and beverages will be served to  
accompany the workshop. 
 

NO PRODUCTS WILL BE SOLD AT THIS  
PRESENTATION  

TUESDAY, MARCH 29 
@6:00PM 

 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

3637 Golf Road, Evanston Il 60203 


