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Journeying with Jesus: | Love to Tell the Story!

Dear St. Paul ds Brothers and Sister:
First, | et me apol ogize. Il am t he |
St . Paul 6s recentl y. As | came her

name with the possessivas if we belong to St. Paul!! So, | slowly began to use
the nonpossessive name. Never dreaming it would be so widely used, we have
now gone too far from our o0givend n;
If any of you know the reason behind such an unique name, please enlighten m
maybe it is because it is so unique in a denomination with many, many St. Paul
theran churches! So, unless we change our legal name (a very difficult/comple>
possible action), | have returned to using it. In the meantime, please know that
are (and onl ggivarnew & e@imal lifestdgetherehsough the
power of the cross and through the
faith journey, writings, and theology is important to our understanding of Christie
di sci pleship and Goddés Living Word |
dation is Jesus the Christ!

Recently, | attended an excellent seminar taught by Rev. Dr. David Lose (Luthe
Seminary) and sponsored by our Metro Chicago Synod. He helped highlight wt
we are talking about in our collaborative book group: there is-dimévishing,
0skinnyd bridge between what happen:
in a world where most people make sense of their daily lives via the Judeo/Chric
story. However, as humans, we still make sense of our lives via the stories we |
lieve. Our overwhelming consurhased society proves it over and over again.
Lose told a compelling story of two dining rooms with one chef and exactly the
same food. However, one room was told their wine was from Northern Californi
the other room was told their wine was from North Dakota. Even though the foc
was exactly the same and cooked by the same person, there was a huge differe
the rating of the chef between the 1
higher rating: you guess!!

As Christians, our Book of Faith (the library we call the Bible) is the Living Addre
of a Loving, Graegiving God. Filled with stories, it is The Story of our Saving

Triune God. We are called to ingest
tionsdé, shape our |lives, deepen our
with daily | iving. As Lose explaini
SEE The Story unfolding and we SHARI

comelJourney with Jisis enten seas@on Sundays and Wednesdays, yes, but
also EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK.

I love to tell the story; how pleasant to repeat what seems,
each time | tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard the message of sal
from Godds EbwWE61 hol y Wor d.

+ Pastor Betty

Come Grow Serve




PRESIDENT & LETTER

The Annual Congregational meeting has past, the days are getting ever so slightly longer and the bite of win

feels a bit more manageable. So goes the familiar cycle.

A bit of a change for me in the familiar cycle was being was elected Congregational Council President
this is a very humbling responsibility. The
some measure Martha and me raise our two daughters over the last 14 years, have asked me to guid
todayds turbulent waters. Al t hough 1 6ve take
thing for sure, | am blessed to have a crew of committed oarsmen (to continue the metaphor) working
me. Your collective wisdom, sensitivity, insight and experiences will be solicited on our journey.

We are blessed to have been togétfrersome, a long, long time. For others, a shorter time, but time thz
all owed us an opportunity to begin to get to
us. As we are mission focused, having that o
decided as a group to focus on.

Our mission of community outreach through our involvement in Sunday Soup Kitchen, Warming Cent
Emergency Shelter is incredibly powerful. A
St. Paul ds is the ONLY formalized facility an
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place to go when the temperature drops to zero degrees? Thanks to the efforts of Interfaith Action and Conr

tions for the Homel ess, St. Paul 8ds was home 't
lifeboat located at Greenwood and Maple was a Godsend to those guests on those nights.

Our mission of music is experienced in our hearts, in our ears and in our voices every Sunday and on
occasions that we get together. I f youdve be
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not always a given that you will participate with enlivened music worship. That should be reason enough to ¢

of a warm bed to come to your church every Su
(it releases endorphins, which the medical wags tells us, makes usifsehggibahg we all need).

Our mission of Christian education is experienced every Sunday in the sanctuary both with the sermo
chil drends talk. That spiritetdhei §cdsskerphas
Kidsd weekly Sunday School, Adult Studies, th
congregations involved in joint confirmation study.

Our mission of fellowship is something that affects us and those around us. Every Sunday after our s
gather to enjoy the company of each other and some continue on as the Sunday Brunch Bunch perio
Shawls and blankets from the Knitting Ministry warm their recipients in a physical, emotional and spiri
Special events like Epiphany Service, Ash Wednesday Service, Mardi Gras Dinner, picnics, Cabaret ¢
Progressive Dinner bring not only our congregation together, but also those outside our immediate gr
all made a bit richer for it.

Our missions are what we do. The church facility is often where we do it. The roof, the furnace and v
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next may try to bring our spirits down, but the missions we and others conduct at this place give us strength

comfort. We are further fed when we join together in service graced with the details of the Worship ar
Committee.

ltds not just our church, we are the chu
It i n t

c h.
St . Paul s continue forward. i S
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MARCH I sNATIONAL WOMEN 'SHISTORY MONTH
BY GRETCHEN LEPPKE

Why, you might ask, should we observe women's history month here when we have a woman pastor,
the church council, and without the women in the congregation St. Paul's \beuédtlsé much of its
leadership? Women are an integral part of our life together here and in our community and in the Un
but NOT so readily accepted in every church and community.

In Luke 4, Jesus says that "came to release the prisoners, free the oppressed, give sight to thefibktig"
figured out that giving sight to the blind was not just eye glasses and large print, but opening eyes an

womer

ted Sta

1 then h

and minds to the injustices that are happening to women all over the world. Then, doing something about

it. Christ Jesus gives sight to the blind because, as we live in an hierarchical patriarchal system of so
religious arrangements, women have been relegated too often to second class citizenship. Which too
means it's a man's world! For those of us who lived and worked during the 60s 70s and 80s, now the
different place. Now, it is much more welcoming and tmp@emen and a diversity of peopl&omen are
ordained, breaking glass ceilings, alderpersons, managing companies, iand in high government office
when you take a closer look in the wo@¢B of the 1 billion illiterate people in the world are women; in th
every 9 seconds a woman is battered; betw&@npeéb cent of refugees in the world are women and child
one in five women worldwide are victims of rape; and, of an estimated 1.3 billion people worldwide whk
absolute poverty (on less than $1 a day,), 70 percent of them areMwrheni.the worldis not a safe place
for women.

IF we are follower of Jesus. we have work to do. However, all of women's statiedats bad things or sz
events. Many are inspiring. We will sing hymns by women, have oondwd#tesiful cloths made by
women, share litanies, prayers, and liturgical poems by/about wemeemen helping women and the blind
see... From biblical times to the Dark Ages and through tati@ye have been women of courage and vis
women who speak the truth , women who have faithsas says Matthew 15!'woman, great is thy faith"'
women whdiave been leaders in the church and in the community.

Here are the names of some women who have impressive, iisspirgsgto tell:- Sarah, Hagar, Mary Mag
len, Prisca, Chloe, Hildegard of Bingen, Theresa of Avila , KatlaariBara, Abigail Adams, Sojourner Tru
The Suffragettes, Elizabeth Cady StaBtetty FriedarRosemary Radford Ruether. How many of them do
know? Answers will be available at the end of the month.

| suggest the booKalf the Skyy Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl DuWurirhey believe that the paramount

moral challenge of this centuijl be the struggle for gender equality around the Wardy. traveled the worl
listening to women's stories ameéeting women who turned oppression into opportunity for women worl
wide. Oppressed women are in the United states todremember Dallas and the Superbowl: NEWSW
wrote that the Dallas police geared up for an influx of sex traffiskihigg women and girls bodies for men
pleasure during the Superbowl. After the last Superbtielpolice arrested 24 people for trafficking. The
expected more this year because they are prepared.oul d be wr ong, but | ¢
when the WNBA championships are in town!!

There is much to learn and know about women's lives in the world and in thEéhBiklare stories of wome
in the Bible that we probably have never heasaimen of courage and visidhyou want more information,

ask Pastor Betty or Gretchen Leppke for books and resources and check our chur&nlihgaEigase come to

the Celebrating Women Liturgy on Friday, March 25th at 7:00prwe ALL have much to celebrate
together!!!
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JOINT SERVICES w/ St. Timothy Lutheran

We join together with our si|st e
theran Church in Skokie. They will be hosting a Noon simple sgrvice
(Imposition of Ashes only). We will host a full service (Impositipn of
Ashes & Holy Communion) with a combined choir leading worship a

7:30pm. Pastor Betty will preach and Pastor Erik will preside.
Did you know that 60 years ago, |[St.

Lenten Wednesdays
Come hear the stories\bfomen of Faililring Lent beginning
Wednesday, March 16th, at 7:00pm. Woven into the beautiful
Holden Evening Prayer service, the stories will encourage bpth
men & women of faith today. On two Wednesdays (March 23rd
and April 6th), we will host a Light Lenten supper. Pleasgsign
If you are willing to provide soup, chili, or bre=-

/

Sunday Brunch Bunch
We continue our brunch outings on Sunday, March 13th with a

gathering at BAT 17 (1709 Benson between LePeep & Second
Baptist) after Coffee Hour. Everyone welcome!

LOOKING AHEAD!

St. PAULG PIcNIC O WHO B INTERESTED ?7?

We need opinions from you on when and where, or
congregation only, or is it with a larger community? Get the word to Peter Hanson soon so plans can get ul
way. Maybe you have an interest to assist in the planning? Good.

SYNOD ASSEMBLY

Synod Assembly is June 3 & 4. St . Paul s nleed:
opportunity to learn a bit more about the Chicago Metropolitan area ELCA Synod and what they dqg for us a
on behalf of us. See Any Council Member if you are interested.




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Adult Sunday Schoot every Sunday at 9:15 afil Welcome!
Kidsd® Sun deaeyy.SLwaday @ 9:BO aAll Welcome!
Confirmation Class- M;rch 2nd @ 5:30 pHAfrinity
Service Project: Night Ministrgate/time TBA
Morning Bible Study - Wedne;days March 2nd and 16th @ 10:00 am

Mends Monda-yBABr eakf ast

. ELCA Book Group Meeting:

: On Saturday, March 5th, a group of interested folks will get together at 500 Davis Street,
: Conference Rooms 1006, at 11:00am to discuss Part Il (up through page 77) oTItimeszdt
: Emergence: How Christianity is ChangingyaRtiykyTickle. See Pastor Betty if you want
: more information. :

\WoménELCA =2

Hopefully, our meeting of the the Women of the ELCA on Tuesday Mawndh e held at
1pm at the home of Gretchen Leppke, 21 Calvin Circle, Evanstdi®28478).

During our program we will talk about a good cook we knew and a special meal or treat she
made. If you have the recipe and can make that special treat, bring it along.
Gretchen will also give a brief book reviewdalh the SKyy Nicholas Kristof & Sheryl

Wu Dunn. |l 'tds about women who made difference
women in various parts of the worl d. 0 The L
and empower women and girls. 6
Please join us,
Joan Brandt, President
Congregational Life- Coffee Hour Treats
In the Annual Report and at the Annual Meeting, the committee announced that all
persons are invited to bring Coffeel Hour ¢
a sigrup sheet will be used for everyone to help with this-amochciated ministry. |If
nNo one signs wup, t hetrreadwei lclo fbfee en o tolter eoda3trsdd
Lutherans) and youth drinks will be provided by the commitiaek you!

WARMING CENTER

Warming Center at St. Paul, every Monday at 1pm, will carry on through the |end of
March 2011. If you are available to volunteer your time and help please see Ralph
Starenko or Martha Hanson. Any goodies, such as snacks, juices, crackers, cookies,
more than welcome. Thank you!
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and to be have been able to share the experience with people from all parts of my life. 1 am humbled
that so many of you attended the concert, listened to the music, and then stayed to let me know your

responses

to the sounds you heard.

The
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pport

reinvigorated me, making me a better, more confident musician and helping me achieve more in other

parts of my life.

Thank you.

Dr. Kurt Westerburg

Gene L. Svebakken, ACSW
President & CEQ
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Lutheran Child and Family Services of Illinois

Corporate Office: 7620 Madison St. | River Forest, IL 60305
Telephone: 708-771-7180 | Fax: 708-771-7184 | www.lcfs.org

January 28, 2011

St. Paul Lutheran Church
1004 Greenwood
Evanston, IL. 60201

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you so much for your in-kind contribution to Chicago Uptown Ministty, a
program of Lutheran Child and Family Services of Hlinois. Chicago Uptown
Ministry serves the community through programs such as a food pantry, ESIL
classes, after school programming, spiritual gatherings, AA meetings, support
groups, parish nursing, referral services and advocacy to assist clients as they
navigate other social service networks. Your gift of 7 boxes of canned goods,
made on 10/25/2010, was greatly appreciated by the children, families and
individuals in the community who depend on us.

We are proud to have dedicated workers and volunteers meeting the various
needs of people who turn to us for help. Through your support, and the support
of many others like you, we are making dramatic improvements in the lives of
many people.

Again, thank you so much for caring. Your support allows us to continue to
reach out in Christian compassion to people in need.

b{v.
W
Rt
R

P.S. Twant to add that you may use this letter fOr tax purposes, as you have not
received any goods or services for this gift.

Sincerely,

Gene 1. Svebakken, ACSW
President & CEO




Tuesday, March 8
It's not New Orleans byt

6:30
Please join us for a night of St. Paul's
fun. Fellowship and great Fellowship Hall
food.
Wear your masks and beads
A smorgasborg of
Pancake ddigl'l‘l’: Questions?? See Sue Salisbury, Kathy
. Kastilahn, Marilyn Starenko, Janis
will call to Your taste buds Johnson, LuAnne Origer

And maybe a little Music.

We hope to see everyone
therelllill

For privacy
Purposes, we no

Natalie Fishburn

Walter Geldzahler longer list the
Clara Williamson actual birth days in
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS Gordon Ziniel our Newslettefs.
Christoph Bruns Please
Heather Battle C <3 contact the church
Mary Beth Ovington office with your
Larry Gartman guestions or]
concerns




MARCH MISSIONFOCUS -Kn/it Toget her |

In March, we will focus upon our Knitting Ministry and collect dona
for their wonderful gifts of time, talent, prayers, and tangible love.
use the oOoMonthly Missiond env
with oKnitting Ministrybo. Th

tio
Pl

St. PAUL®G KNITTING GROUP WORD SEARCH

Find these words! BLANKET, KNITTING, NEEDLES, SHAWL, YARN

You can do
knitted gift for someone. For the month of March consider donating yarn or a financial contribution th

(Stumped?! Solution will come in April Newsletter!)
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VSHEHMMHBBKXKWK !
UPCXRBOEFQJFUBN I
ZCHKPMTNJCBHAII .
SELDEENFSIANQET ,
WLFFTNBHHBJIJNFNT .
NXWXYLSEDVWNVSI !
SXCAAVQFCHWVKBN I
WPLNHLUTEWTIIVG I
PTKOBSMOWZMRNJIM |
MEZKGQFVZUDJTPM :
TLPESDMPINUVNUY ;
QPIHANIKFWDNRNL !
TOFRPRVCAUQYANO I
ZTAJZAUCWNEEDPS I
MSMJOYKUGVGTJRI |
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Rejoice with someone who has been blessed
Comfort someone who mourns
Connect with a high school graduate

all this by supporting St. Paul(”)s;k

mont hds offering so that we can war'm

St. Paul's knitting group will be meeting from 10anri2 pm, March 12th in our |

library. We're knitting squares for two members who will be graduating high school thi:s

year. Hope you can join us! I

ni
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Call 18473322448, or email
chris.granner@thrivent.com
This workshop will be presented by Bronwyn Mirretti,

CFP, FIC, Financial Associate, Evanston North Shore
Group of Thrivent Financial.
Light appetizers and beverages will be seryed to
accompany the workshop.

NO PRODUCTS WILL BE SOLD AT THIS
PRESENTATION

TUESDAY, MARCH 29
@6:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
3637 Golf Road, Evanston Il 60203




