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Dear Colleagues in ministry,

0OThose who serve a cause are not t
cause are) they who love the life which has to be led in order to 8eBumdne
Weil (1909.943)

OAIl actual l i fe 1 s-186B)countero Ma
I n the summer Sunday morning bible
Romans. Many of you may be familia
through graceo. That motto, found
which Lutheran (and most other) th

However, there is other wisdom in Romans that is as important as justificatio

the church more as an institution
they are doing what they should be doing they are just fine. But Paul did not
tutional language for the church, Paul used organic language: the church is 1
)n_cmfg Chri st , we are members of the B
6l iving in the Spirit@®dwhethés thbat
poor, taking care of a building, o
us i n relationship with each other
loving the life that puts us in relationship all those other-tGimgd 6 s K i n
things get done.

Some believe being a member of a congregation (a church) is an institutiona
oOohow do | become a member?dé i s a ¢
but often enough. | know when someone asks me the question they expect
tutional answer: come to a new mem

a pledge. But the real answer, the honest answer, the only answer that is reg
this: you become a member when you love the life that binds you to others \
0 i n G@dlifeithattmékes it necessary to forgive one another, urgent to lov
another, eager to see one another, and hungry to know each other. Because
what i1t means dtheKingdom of &odo Raul cdllsita lesndah@
Spirit.

Life in the Sginerinabsentiain the mind,er even n thelhes
Life in the Spirit requires encounter with others. Life in the Spirit is hands on,
face, at the table, shoulder to shoulder, laugh together, cry together, and lear
get her, work together kind of busad
neither one of them was into theory, they were all about practice.

So, thatodoés what wedve been struggl
class as we read Paul 6s Letter to
Peace,
Pr. Sheri

faith, through grace. Wisdom that is particularly importand@ cidture that see$
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TEN THOUSAND

VILLAGES.

For al most five years | dve had the pleasure o
St in Evanston. The store is staffed by over 90% volunteer help and we sell beautiful items made by &
third world countries.

The Ten Thousand Villages store has something for everyone. Ceramics, musical instruments, toys, ¢
products, jewelry, scarves and linens are just some of the amazing items available. We sell fair trade
and c oc o a-anndalls¥lévall bes August 18th thitty Bluring the Christmas season the store has
extensive collection of ornament and cr cheds

The best part of volunteering at Ten Thousand Villages is that | get to inform customers that we are a
profit organization. Every time they purchase an item it helps men and woman support themselves, th
and send children to school. They earn a fair wage and better their living conditions.

|l sndt it time you get involved in fair trade?
Kathy Kastilahn (my inspiration) for more information.

The next time you need a gift, visi-2, Temaybbkol
Someone in a faway country will thank you by Joan Brandt

AUGUST 1830, 2008s oursema nnual sal e. Dondét miss your-ofaeha

kind and closeout items at a great price. Next chance will be February, and who wants to go out then

SEPTEMBER 5-13is our annual rug event. There will be two educational seminars available for signup,

Pakistani rice pudding and tea as treats. Please call for reservation. These are quality rugs of a qualit
where else, and the people who make them are making a good living, sending their children to schoo
their neighbors rebuild after the earthquake, all as a result of the fair trade practices of Ten Thousand
Come see for yourself or show your fridnagys that will last 180 years. We also need volunteers at the

of | i p 6i nb seking.rifyay bave a strong back, you are needed! Call Cheix8a8888 to sign up.
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SUMMER IS A" COOL TIME !

You are invited to join us in an "it can only happen in the summer" worship €er8oaldday, August 31st
our morning worship will be an outdoor service, where we can enjoy St. Paul's beautiful lawn and Goc
work all around us. We will have chairs set up so no grass sitting needed.

I's han

Following the service, coffee hour will be a picnic ga
the lawn. Please mark the date on your calendarg
stay tuned for further details!



http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/home.php

NELCA

Mark this date on your calendaresday, September®at 7:00 pmwe will have the pleasure of Melissa G
telling us about her trip to Botswana for Habitat for Humanity.

J Habitat for Humanity

Williams will be our hostess at 2320 Central Street Evanston.
Pres. Joan Brandt

Daily Amount of Grace, Please

[Jesus] has snatched us, poor lost creatures, from the jaws of hell,
won us, made us free, and restored us to the Father's favor and grace.
}l —Martin Luther

Start your stopwatch. Don’t sin. Really, stop. Okay, how long did
you last?

News flash: humans sin and can’t stop. Sure, we can whittle
'\ ) things down to a manageable count, but as soon as we start doing
s really well, we probably start judging others and, whoops, we

)
\| ) = sinned again.
: ] [g-] |

But that’s not the end of the story. Jesus paid the bill in full.
He showed up on earth knowing that we were a bunch of crazy
sinners and he loved us anyway. He loved us enough to die on

o >
2 @@ that nasty cross, stomped out death, and lived to tell about it.
———r
T |
@E’L God, help us to go and sin no more and then go and sin no more

again. . . . Thanks for the clean slates. Amen.

SATURDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 10aM 8 12NOON

We gather to begin a year of learning and growing in faith. This first lesson of the

Thank you for your continued generous support of our mission and ministry.

school year we will explore the stor e
for the table we share on Sunday morning. Come dressed for fun and bring =>
friendot her e i s always room for one ——— S
REGULAR GIVING BUDGET DIFFERENCE LAST YEAR® GIVING
June 2008 June 2007
$22,751.00 $17,500.00 $5,251.00 $13,410.00
YTD BUDGET YTD GIVING
$ 106,500.00 $ 108,334.00

auger


http://www.habitat.org/default.aspx

CouNciL NOTES
On July 19, counci l members participated in a
courages us to see the congregation as a kind of family system rather than a collection of individuals.

Paula K. and Pastor Sheri reflected on the Synod Assembly. They attended some great breékout seg
particularly the Working Group on the Middle East and aifRAaqism workshop.

Council agreed to move forward to go to a web based Power Church for our bookkeeping. Changing
new system will give us an opportunity to clean up our data base.

COME
G ROW
SERVE

"THE SOUP KITCHEN AN D FAITH "
By Carol Garrett

Wedre all familiar with the nev i ded
newspaper, or internet). Some 6éfattually, a lot of &is depress-
ing. Earthquakes, floods, war, violence, prejudice, global wari
hunger, to name just a few e
seems to be the same litany day in and day out. How do we res,
to this? Sometimes we are able to write a check to the Red Cros
to Amnesty I nternational (or
Sometimes we engage more actively and write letters, or perhaps v
revise our habits and pay closer attention to water conservation
and/or recycling at home. These are healthy and helpful responses,
but they can allow us to maintain a certain distance from the prob- -~
lems of the world and the people most directly affected by these

problems.

Volunteering in the Soup Kitchen on Sunday afternoons offers us a glimpse into the reality behind sor
otherwise anonymous news stories. We meet firsthand people who are down on their luck. We are al
to their hunger, but equally importantly, we are able to greet them as sisters and brothers and invite th
parish home for a meal. Welcoming our guests by treating them with dignity and compassion is as im
as providing a nourishing and satisfying meal.

The work we do is unbelievably fulfilling. We
and we make and serve the meal about six times each year. Due to a cancellation, we are committed
and serving on two weekends in August,'tli®9 and the 1&17t. (We usually cook on Saturday and ser
Sunday.) Wondt you come and join us?
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CHAPEL NEWS

and make it more flexible for set up.
The goals in refurbishing the Chapel are to make the room multipurpg

use as a chapel for small worship gatherings or for summer worshi oﬁ
air conditioning is necessary. But the changes we have made will § ‘(,4 o
to use the room for bible study groups, council meetings, choir practice, after worship FOTIS
and other meetings that are too large for the library. The desired outcon
a room that is inviting, comfortable, and flexible.

The Worship Committee has tentatively set aside our Sunday August 241

e will

h wor-

ship service as a special service to bless the new space. We will worship in the
Chapel that day with a hymn sing and prayers of dedication. More information

about that day will be forth coming as we get closer to the date. In the m
when you are here take a peek at the new chapel.

THE HEART OF CHRISTIANITY

PALESTINIAN |INTERNATIONAL STUDENT @

LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CHICAGO
Niveen Sarras, a young Palestinian Christian from Bethlehem, has arrived in Chicago to begin a PhD
Old Testament on a scholarshifiveen has spent the past 3 years working with Rev. Mitri Raheb, pasto
Christmas Lutheran Church and director of the International Center in BetiNefemm.is in language class
during August, but in September will be available to make presentations about her life as a Palestinia
Bethlehem and her dream of returning to Bethlehem to teach. We look forward to inviting her to speal
about her life in PalestinBhe will be in Chicago for at least 4 years but came with only three sbitedses.
need of some furniture for her apartment at the seminary: a small couch, a small kitchen/dining table
lamp or two, a coffee table and end table, and most impariabttop computeif you can help with any of
these things let Pr. Sheri know. Soon we will announce an opportunity to meet Niveen and hear abou
ministry in Bethlehem.
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