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St. Paul 's Letter 
Dear Colleagues in ministry, 
 
òThose who serve a cause are not those who love that cause.  Those (who serve a 
cause are) they who love the life which has to be led in order to serve it.  ð Simone 
Weil (1909-1943) 
 
òAll actual life is encounteró  Martin Buber (1878-1965) 
 
In the summer Sunday morning bible study we have been reading Paulõs Letter to the 
Romans. Many of you may be familiar with the Lutheran Motto: ôjustified by faith, 
through graceó.  That motto, found in Romans, has been the primary lens through 
which Lutheran (and most other) theologians have viewed Paulõs letter.   
 
However, there is other wisdom in Romans that is as important as justification by 
faith, through grace.  Wisdom that is particularly important to us ð a culture that sees 
the church more as an institution than as a way of life.  Institutions arenõt bad; when 
they are doing what they should be doing they are just fine. But Paul did not use insti-
tutional language for the church, Paul used organic language:  the church is the Body 
of Christ, we are members of the Body; we are ôinõ Christ, Christ is ôinõ us; we are 
ôliving in the Spiritõ.  Itõs not about getting things done ð whether thatõs feeding the 
poor, taking care of a building, or going to church.  Itõs about loving the life that puts 
us in relationship with each other so Godõs Kingdom is lived. It seems when we are 
loving the life that puts us in relationship all those other things- Godõs Kingdom 
things- get done. 
 
Some believe being a member of a congregation (a church) is an institutional act:  
òhow do I become a member?ó is a question I get asked not as frequently as Iõd like, 
but often enough.   I know when someone asks me the question they expect an insti-
tutional answer: come to a new memberõs class, fill out this paper, sign this, and make 
a pledge.  But the real answer, the honest answer, the only answer that is really true, is 
this:  you become a member when you love the life that binds you to others who are 
ôin Christõ ð a life that makes it necessary to forgive one another, urgent to love one 
another, eager to see one another, and hungry to know each other.  Because that is 
what it means to serve our ôcauseõ ð the Kingdom of God.   Paul calls it Life in the 
Spirit.   
 
Life in the Spirit canõt be lived on-line, in absentia, in the mind, or even in the heart.  
Life in the Spirit requires encounter with others. Life in the Spirit is hands on, in your 
face, at the table, shoulder to shoulder, laugh together, cry together, and learn to-
gether, work together kind of business.  Itõs what got both Jesus and Paul in trouble ð 
neither one of them was into theory, they were all about practice.   
 
So, thatõs what weõve been struggling and tugging within our summer Sunday school 
class as we read Paulõs Letter to the Romans.  Why donõt you join us? 
 
Peace, 
Pr. Sheri 
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For almost five years Iõve had the pleasure of volunteering at Ten Thousand Villages, a fair trade store at 719 Main 
St in Evanston. The store is staffed by over 90% volunteer help and we sell beautiful items made by artisans from 
third world countries. 

The Ten Thousand Villages store has something for everyone. Ceramics, musical instruments, toys, clothing, paper 
products, jewelry, scarves and linens are just some of the amazing items available. We sell fair trade coffees, teas 
and cocoa. TTVõs semi-annual sale will be August 18th thru 30th. During the Christmas season the store has a very 
extensive collection of ornament and cr¯cheõs from all over the world. 

The best part of volunteering at Ten Thousand Villages is that I get to inform customers that we are a not for 
profit organization. Every time they purchase an item it helps men and woman support themselves, their families 
and send children to school. They earn a fair wage and better their living conditions. 

Isnõt it time you get involved in fair trade? It takes as little as eight hours a month to be a volunteer. Ask me or 
Kathy Kastilahn (my inspiration) for more information. 

The next time you need a gift, visit Ten Thousand Villages and if itõs on a Friday from 10- 2, maybe Iõll be there. 
Someone in a far-away country will thank you      by Joan Brandt 

 
 
AUGUST 18-30, 2008 is our semi-annual sale. Donõt miss your chance to pick up beautifully repaired, one-of-a-
kind and closeout items at a great price. Next chance will be February, and who wants to go out then? 
 
SEPTEMBER  5-13 is our annual rug event. There will be two educational seminars available for signup, including 
Pakistani rice pudding and tea as treats. Please call for reservation. These are quality rugs of a quality not seen any-
where else, and the people who make them are making a good living, sending their children to school and helping 
their neighbors rebuild after the earthquake, all as a result of the fair trade practices of Ten Thousand Villages. 
Come see for yourself or show your friendsñrugs that will last 180 years. We also need volunteers at the event to 
òflipó the rugsñno selling. If you have a strong back, you are needed! Call Cheryl at 847-733-8258 to sign up.    

SUMMER  IS A " COOL TIME !  
 
You are invited to join us in an "it can only happen in the summer" worship service!  On Sunday, August 31st, 
our morning worship will be an outdoor service, where we can enjoy St. Paul's beautiful lawn and God's handi-
work all around us. We will have chairs set up so no grass sitting needed.   

Following the service, coffee hour will be a picnic on 
the lawn. Please mark the date on your calendars and 
stay tuned for further details!   

http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/home.php


 
 

 
 
 
 
Mark this date on your calendar. Tuesday, September 9th at 7:00 pm we will have the pleasure of Melissa Gauger 
telling us about her trip to Botswana for Habitat for Humanity. 
 

 

 

Mary Williams will be our hostess at 2320 Central Street Evanston.    

      Pres. Joan Brandt  

 
 

REGULAR GIVING     BUDGET    DIFFERENCE  LAST YEARõS GIVING  
       June 2008   June 2007   

    $22,751.00 $17,500.00  $5,251.00 $13,410.00    
 

YTD BUDGET  YTD GIVING  

$ 106,500.00 $ 108,334.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generous support of our mission and ministry.   

FINANCE  AT A GLANCE  

SATURDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SATURDAY , SEPTEMBER  20, 10 AM ð 12 NOON  

 
We gather to begin a year of learning and growing in faith.  This first lesson of the 
school year we will explore the stories of Jesusõ table manners and weõll make bread 
for the table we share on Sunday morning.  Come dressed for fun and bring a 
friend ð there is always room for one more at Jesusõ table. 

 

http://www.habitat.org/default.aspx


 

C O M E  
 G R O W  

 S E R V E  
 

" THE  SOUP KITCHEN AN D FAITH "   
By Carol Garrett 

 
Weõre all familiar with the news (as provided by the TV, radio, 
newspaper, or internet). Some of it ð actually, a lot of it ð is depress-
ing. Earthquakes, floods, war, violence, prejudice, global warming, 
hunger, to name just a few examplesé we read and hear what 
seems to be the same litany day in and day out. How do we respond 
to this? Sometimes we are able to write a check to the Red Cross or 
to Amnesty International (or St. Paulõs!).  
Sometimes we engage more actively and write letters, or perhaps we 
revise our habits and pay closer attention to water conservation 
and/or recycling at home. These are healthy and helpful responses, 
but they can allow us to maintain a certain distance from the prob-
lems of the world and the people most directly affected by these 
problems.  
Volunteering in the Soup Kitchen on Sunday afternoons offers us a glimpse into the reality behind some of the 
otherwise anonymous news stories. We meet firsthand people who are down on their luck. We are able to minister 
to their hunger, but equally importantly, we are able to greet them as sisters and brothers and invite them into our 
parish home for a meal. Welcoming our guests by treating them with dignity and compassion is as important to us 
as providing a nourishing and satisfying meal.  
The work we do is unbelievably fulfilling. We at St. Paulõs coordinate the Soup Kitchen every Sunday afternoon, 
and we make and serve the meal about six times each year. Due to a cancellation, we are committed to preparing 
and serving on two weekends in August, the 9th/10th and the 16th/17th. (We usually cook on Saturday and serve on 
Sunday.) Wonõt you come and join us? 

COUNCIL  NOTES 
On July 19, council members participated in a òHealthy Congregationsó workshop .  òHealthy Congregationsó en-
courages us to see the congregation as a kind of family system rather than a collection of individuals. 
 
Paula K. and Pastor Sheri reflected on the Synod Assembly.  They attended some great breakout sessionsñ
particularly the Working Group on the Middle East and an Anti-Racism workshop. 
 
Council agreed to move forward to go to a web based Power Church for our bookkeeping.  Changing over to the 
new system will give us an opportunity to clean up our data base. 



 
 

CHAPEL  NEWS 
 

 
By the time you read this the chapel will have been refurbished.  Efficient, 
quiet air conditioning has been installed and during the week of July 14th 
the walls were painted, the lighting replaced, and new carpet installed.  The 
fixed altar, platform and paneling have been removed to enlarge the room 
and make it more flexible for set up. 

The goals in refurbishing the Chapel are to make the room multipurpose 
and more comfortable.  The room will retain the ability to be set up for 
use as a chapel for small worship gatherings or for summer worship when 
air conditioning is necessary.  But the changes we have made will enable us 

to use the room for bible study groups, council meetings, choir practice, after worship forums 
and other meetings that are too large for the library.  The desired outcome will be 
a room that is inviting, comfortable, and flexible.   

The Worship Committee has tentatively set aside our Sunday August 24th wor-
ship service as a special service to bless the new space.  We will worship in the 
Chapel that day with a hymn sing and prayers of dedication.  More information 
about that day will be forth coming as we get closer to the date.  In the mean time 
when you are here take a peek at the new chapel. 

THE  H EART OF CHRISTIANITY  
 

PALESTINIAN  INTERNATIONAL  STUDENT  @  
LUTHERAN  SCHOOL  OF THEOLOGY  AT CHICAGO   

Niveen Sarras, a young Palestinian Christian from Bethlehem, has arrived in Chicago to begin a PhD program in 
Old Testament on a scholarship.  Niveen has spent the past 3 years working with Rev. Mitri Raheb, pastor of 
Christmas Lutheran Church and director of the International Center in Bethlehem.  Niveen is in language classes 
during August, but in September will be available to make presentations about her life as a Palestinian Christian in 
Bethlehem and her dream of returning to Bethlehem to teach. We look forward to inviting her to speak to us 
about her life in Palestine.  She will be in Chicago for at least 4 years but came with only three suitcases.  She has 
need of some furniture for her apartment at the seminary: a small couch, a small kitchen/dining table and chairs, a 
lamp or two, a coffee table and end table, and most important - a lab top computer.  If you can help with any of 
these things let Pr. Sheri know. Soon we will announce an opportunity to meet Niveen and hear about her life and 
ministry in Bethlehem.    

 


